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Small Travel Report 

by August Wurm 

--- 

 On Sunday afternoon I went to 

Thorndale to visit my brother-in-law 

M[atthes] Heinze.  In Rockdale I was 

picked up by Mr. Handrick and son, at the 

arrangement of O. Heintze by car. Arrived 

in Thorndale, Mr. Handrick took me and 

O. Heinze with him to his house and to 

show me his beautiful palace. Then we 

went to M. Heintze. In the evening, almost 

all the sons and daughters with their 

families came to the community supper, 

and at the same time to say goodbye, as 

Johann Heintze must go to war soon. Also 

to see Wurm. Monday morning my 

brother-in-law Heintze drove us out into 

the country to see his married children. We 

stayed every place for 15-20 minutes 

before continuing on because they were 4-

5 miles apart. Eight families in 4 hours, 

who does that? The harvests show nothing 

in places. I also saw some pretty good 

fields. Brother-in-law Heintze has good 

grain, but cotton is not as good as it used 

to be. The pastures are all barren, no grass 

to see. After a farewell I started my 

journey home. In Rockdale on Monday 

afternoon at 5 o'clock I had forgotten the 

direction, and since I did not have a 

compass with me, took the wrong train and 

steamed to Waco instead of Giddings.  

However, a mile from the city they 

stopped the train. The other train came 

back by, took note of me and picked me 

up.  But this was the fault of the conductor, 

who did not call my attention to it,---( H 

Schulz ---Yes dear friend August do not 

forget the compass on the next trip!)  At 9 

o'clock I arrived safely back in Giddings. 

       A[ugust] Wurm 

 

Translated by Sandra McNeely 
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